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Summer Newsletter 
Suffering is a journey that has an end (Matthew Fox) 

 
Thailand 

January 22-31, HTC Starts off 2004 with a Medical trip to Nakorn Nayok, 
Thailand,  
 
 
Trip Chief Raj Chowdary, MD once again led the largest  Healing The 
Children, Midlantic team to the farthest we have ever traveled. Our work 
at HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhon Medical Center at Sriniwirot 
University was a collaboration between HTC Midlantic and Thai 
authorities, with Dr. Somchai Kulwatdanaporn, a Thai-American 
obstetrician, serving as facilitator and Isabel Kentengian serving as Trip 
Administrator. The team, totaling 44 volunteers included 4 plastic 
surgeons, one general surgeon, 3 ophthalmologists, 1 pediatrician, 5 
anesthesiologists, 5 CRNAs (Certified Nurse Anesthetists), 21 nurses 
(operating and recovery room), 3 administrators and 1 photographer.  In 
addition to donating their time and skill, individual surgical team 
members funded their own travel expenses.  
 
Screening took place on the first day to determine the children’s surgical 
needs….  the balance of the visit was devoted to performing the 
necessary surgeries. Over one hundred surgeries were performed… 60 
plastic surgery cases (with an average patient age of 4.5 years) and 48 
ophthalmology cases (average patient age of 7 years). 
 

 
 
May 5th,  HTC Spring Airlift Arrives At JFK 
 
On May 5th, HTC’s annual airlift arrived at JFK international Airport from the 
Dominican Republic.  A total of 54 arrived that day, including 32 children, 16 
accompanying mothers, 4 HTC volunteer escorts and  2 volunteers from 
American Airlines, who also acted as escorts for the children.  The arrival at 
JFK went smoothly, thanks to the outstanding cooperation and help that we 
received from the Port Authority NYNJ, the folks from Customs and Border 
Protection and the personnel from American Airlines.  Although it was a cold 
drizzly day, moving the children from the terminal aboard PANYNJ buses to 
where the host families were waiting and the match up of children to those host 
families went smoothly. HTC is truly grateful to all those who made this airlift 
possible. 
 
 



For our Fall Fundraiser…we are seeking new, useable items to make gift baskets around a 
theme or topic (or a whole ready basket) such as a garden basket, a golf basket, welcome 
baby girl basket, etc. We are also seeking gift certificates for events, restaurants, etc. or the 
use of a vacation home to be use as prizes.   Can you help???? 

 

 
 
The following letter was received from a grateful parent… “thanks” like this help to make to all worthwhile! 
 
Dear Mrs. Dusziec, Exactly one year ago, on April 1st, 2003 we arrived in NJ with a fragile 3 pound baby boy with 
a huge problem, a malformation known as Cloacal Exastrophy. We have never heard about it, but our reality was 
that: our so desired, so wanted, so loved baby had a big problem that shocked our lives, our hearts, our families, 
the people near us. We never knew during pregnancy that he was coming with that, so it was a double impact. I 
gave birth to this baby in the Dominican Republic. His arrival was expected since 15 years, his brother is now 16. 
 
His Pediatrician wanted to be sure that the baby did not have any other major problems like in his heart or lung, so 
he suggested to have him evaluated by a specialist. Was this doctor that told us to approach Fundacion Corazones 
Unidos, Inc. here in Santo Doming, they could help us seek medical assistance for Jose outside the DR, due to the 
fact that in our country, besides of being an almost unknown malformation, chances of success were, and still are, 
very low. We had no financial support to cover that kind of expense either in the DR, in case surgery was performed 
here, nor in the USA. Although we both work, thanks to God, our salaries were not enough, and our health 
insurance “could never cover that kind of surgery due to its elevate cost”, they explained. Thanks to Dr. Luis 
Cuello Mainardi of Fundacion Corazones Unidos we knew about you. How lucky we were to have the opportunity 
to be included in your aid program. Jose is what he is today thanks to you.  
 
Today, when Jose is turning 1 year, our minds are going back remembering all we had been through, is the best day 
to say THANKS for everything, for accepting him sending us to St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital, and for being so 
compassionate with us. Our permanent gratitude Ms. Dudziec, for Denise, for Laua and all your staff and for the 
“angels” that were with us at St. Joe’s: Sister Ann Mary Stango, Dr. Thomas J. Daley, Dr. Nishith Bhattacharyya, 
Dr. Victor Valda and a largest Etc. 
 
Today is a joyous day for our family, Jose is alive, healthy, active and intelligent and most important, Jose is an 
authentic happy little boy, thanks to the mercy and charity of people like you. Without you we could not made it. We 
have to come back next year for the second surgery, we hope to meet you and say thanks in person. Meanwhile, be 
sure to know that you have friends in the DR in case you ever come to this beautiful Island. THANKS AGAIN 
FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR HEARTS… Sincerely Yours, Ramon y Guillermina Estrella. 
 

 

 

We are in urgent need of assistance for for 
foreign children who are coming to the 
United States, especially: 
 

�x�� Host families 
 

�x�� Social workers who are willing to to 
donate their time to do home 
studies for new host families 

 
Can you help us to help them??? 


