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Joy To The World… Lupe’s Miracle  
 

 
Late one night this past May, she came off the plane at JFK, 
all 50 pounds of her looking tired and frightened in an over-
sized wheelchair.  Someone checked our identification, and 
she was all ours.  We had been waiting for her for many 
months, and it was hard to believe she had finally made it. 
 
We took this beautiful 8-year old home that night, and she 
collapsed on the floor crying for her home.  We carried her to 
bed, and when she woke the next morning, she began the day 
with a big smile.  She has been smiling ever since. 
 
Lupe came to us with one fully functioning leg and one that did 
not function at all.  She got around with one crutch, but her 
short leg dangled uselessly.  As she grew, this little leg would 
be more and more out of proportion to her body, and her 
ability to walk would never improve.  Here by way of Healing 
the Children, she underwent surgery, performed by Dr. D. 
Avella at Valley Hospital to rebuild her femur.  She is learning 
to walk again for the first time since much of the femur was 

removed years ago following an infection. 
 
Lupe quickly adapted to our family, the U.S., and the English language.  She is a high-energy child, 
quick-witted and enchanting.  She has grown close to our four children (despite quite a case of 
sibling rivalry with our 8-year old son), and to many of those in our neighborhood.  Lupe has been in 
school for a few of the months she has been here, and that has helped her tremendously in a 
variety of ways.  It seems that she is not in school in the Dominican Republic, and she is thrilled to 
be able to learn to read and write.  She walks part of the way to and from school with one of our 
children, and then goes the remainder in the wheel chair.  Sometimes, she pushes other kids in the 
chair, as it is such a novelty to them.  They also love to use her 
crutch.  She loves to help food shop, as the variety in the local 
supermarket initially amazed her.  It amazed me when she 
insisted on helping to unload the car afterwards, taking a bag at 
the same time that she maneuvered with her crutch.  She 
consistently holds her own, insisting on doing everything any of 
the other children do.  She plays her own style of basketball, 
covering ground at a furious pace, helps with the dishes and 
cooking, and makes her bed every morning better than any of our 
children. 
 
Being exposed to so many different things here has been exciting 
for her, and she has quickly developed many favorites.  She loves 
dolls, “Go-Fish”, the beach, swimming at the local pool, and all 
kinds of books. 



 
Lupe is clearly loved at home in the Dominican Republic, and it has been easy to bond with her 
here.  She has been incredibly brave through all of her medical adventures, and takes each hurdle 
in stride.  When she was put into her brace towards the end of her visit to us, she took her first few 
steps with a huge grin on her face.  We couldn’t resist a few hearty cheers.  She had come a long 
way, and it was such a thrill for us to see her start to use her leg again.  Lupe still has a long way to 
go, and will be returning to us a few times over the next few years to fine-tune her leg.  We are very 
glad about this, because we will miss her.  Seeing her healing in our home is like watching a 

miracle take place.  We feel incredibly privileged to be a part of this story.   ---Rosemary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends of Healing The Children, 
 
As the Holiday Season approaches I would like to personally thank you for your generous support 
during 2003.  Below are just some of the faces of HTC children.  They may be your neighbor or a 
child in a foreign country.  Regardless of where they live, Healing the Children is working on their 
behalf.  Healing the Children offers you the opportunity to be part of a very special family.   Our 
family reaches out as a team to the world’s children by helping them regain the use of their limbs, 
repairing damaged faces, providing the gift of sight or by actually saving their lives. 
 
We are giving these children a future.  So please continue to help through your year end gift and 
remain part of our team…Changing Th e World One Child At A Time !!  
 
 

Sincerely, 

Evelyn Dudziec  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Your gift will last a lifetime!  

Alone we can do so little.  
Together we can do so much.  – Helen Keller  
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