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MLA STYLE for WRITERS & RESEARCHERS

Spring 2010 Revision

Parts of the following have been adapted from the West Morris Regional High School District's Guide to Writing Research Papers
The release of the 7th edition of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers in 2009 has resulted in a number of changes that reflect the technology currently available to all students:

(1) Two of the most important changes have resulted in a simplification of the items in the List of Works 

      
Cited.  

(a) The format of each source is identified in the citation – i.e. Print, Web, DVD, Television, Art,    

      Interview, etc. 

(b) Including the URL of a Web source has become optional, since long URLs are cumbersome   

      and difficult to type accurately.  

(2) Italicizing titles, rather than underlining them, has become the rule because word-processing programs 

     
 make it easy.  

(3) Since grammar checkers take care of inappropriate spacing, the old 2-spaces-after-a-period rule is now 

obsolete.  A single space between words and punctuation within each citation is the accepted form.  

Listed below are two websites that provide examples of citation formats and the names of three programs that will help you generate citations.  Even if you use citation-generating programs, it is still advisable to become familiar with the components of a citation in order to properly fill in the blanks.  Note: those purchasing their own copy of the Handbook also receive a personal access code to use the online version.
Citation format examples:

OWL  -- Purdue Online Writing Lab:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
Cornell University Library – Citation Management – MLA Style:  

http://www.library.cornell.edu/resrch/citmanage/mla
Citation-generating programs:

The Landmark Project’s Son of Citation Machine: http://citationmachine.net/
EasyBib – Automatic Bibliography and Citation Maker: http://www.easybib.com/
NoodleBib – free version of our NoodleTools subscription (for which you will need a password to 

use from home): http://www.noodletools.com/index.php
Note:  the current version of NoodleTools also provides the in-text citation format for each resource.

*
*
*
*
*

Preparing the MLA List of Works Cited 

A research paper typically begins with a question or hypothesis and is followed by information you have gathered and synthesized to defend or refute it.  Information gathered from your research must be cited in-text / parenthetically and refer to the alphabetical List of Works Cited which follows at the end of the paper.  The List of Works Cited includes ONLY those sources that have been parenthetically cited throughout the paper; if the work is NOT cited in the paper, it is NOT in the list.

The List of Works Cited is the last page of the paper, and it is numbered consecutively from the preceding page. Centered at the top is its title, either Works Cited or List of Works Cited.

*
The sources are arranged alphabetically, and the entire list is typed double-spaced, both within 

and between entries.  

*
Each entry begins at the left margin. The second and subsequent lines are indented five spaces (or 

one tab) from the left. 

*
All book and periodical titles are italicized. 

*
Article titles are in quotation marks. 

For more examples and/or clarification, please consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed., which is available in the Library. For a more detailed explanation of some of the changes, go to <http://www.mla.org/handbook_faq> .   

In a typical research paper or project, there are three (3) kinds of sources used most frequently: books, periodicals, and the Internet, which includes Internet subscription services.  In addition, there are numerous "other sources" such as video and audio recordings, interviews, pamphlets, etc.  The next section of this guide includes examples of the most commonly used sources as they would appear in the list.

Examples of an MLA List of Works Cited

BOOKS

Book with one author:

Hacker, Diana. A Writer’s Reference. 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2006. Print. 

Book with a corporate author:

Modern Language Association of America. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New 

York: Modern Language Association, 2009. Print.
Book with more than three authors or editors:

Malson, Micheline R., et al., eds. Black Women in America: Social Science Perspectives. 

Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1990. Print.

Book with an editor or editors:

Cole, Harrison, ed. The Fireside Detective. New York: Random, 1985. Print.

Book with both an author and an editor:

James, Henry. Selected Fiction. Ed. Leon Edel. New York: Dutton, 1953. Print.

Book with two or three authors, followed by second book by same authors or editors:

Gilbert, Sandra, and Susan Gubar. The Madwoman in the Attic--The Woman Writer 

and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination. New Haven: Yale UP, 1979. Print.

---, eds. The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women: The Tradition in English. 2nd

ed. New York: Norton, 1996. Print.

List the author's name for the first book only. For subsequent books, type three hyphens, followed by a period and two spaces. Then type the title of the work. Alphabetize works by the same author.


A selection from an anthology:

Poe, Edgar Allan. "The Cask of Amontillado." An Introduction to Literature. 10th ed. Ed. 

Sylvan Barnet. Glenview, IL: Scott Foresman, 1992. Print.

An article published in an anthology:

Conroy, Stephen S. "Sinclair Lewis’s Sociological Imagination." American Literature Nov. 

1994: 348-62. Rpt. in Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism. Ed. Dennis Poupard. 

Vol. 23. Detroit: Gale, 1987. 137-139. Print.

An article in a reference book or encyclopedia:

“Mammoth.”  The Columbia Encyclopedia. 1999 ed. 2000. Print.

List by author’s name if the article is signed.  Since entries in encyclopedias are arranged alphabetically, you may omit page numbers. For familiar sources such as encyclopedias, publication data is not needed.
 

Government publication:

United States. Dept. of Labor.  Child Care: A Workforce Issue.  Washington: GPO, 1988. Print.

*
*
*
*
*

PRINT PERIODICALS: magazines, newspapers, journals are published regularly at fixed intervals. 

Article in a monthly magazine:

Lapham, Lewis. "Who and What Is an American?" Harper's Jan. 1992: 43-49. Print.

Abbreviate all months, except May, June and July. Here the article runs on consecutive pages. If an article runs to a nonconsecutive page, give the first page number followed by a + sign.

Article in a weekly magazine:

Donaldson, George. "The Face of War." Time 12 Mar. 1980: 25-29. Print.

Article in a scholarly journal:

Bowering, George. "Baseball and the Canadian Imagination." Canadian Literature 108 

(1986): 115-24. Print.

Article in a newspaper:

Williams, Roberta. "New Fears in Central Europe." New York Times 14 June 1991, sec. 4: 1. Print.

Newspapers follow the same style as a weekly magazine, with the addition of a section number (or letter) followed by the page number.

An unsigned article:

"Less Immune." U.S. News & World Report 26 Apr. 1978: 84. Print.

Letter to the Editor:

Schlesinger, Arthur, Jr. Letter. New York Review of Books 8 Apr. 2004: 84.  Print.

*
*
*
*
*

 

INTERNET AND INTERNET SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES

Internet (general):  Author. Title of work (italicized or in quotes). Name of overall website. Publisher or 

sponsor of site. Date of publication (day, month, and year).  Web. Date of access.   

Robens, Myretta. The Republic of Pemberley. 24 August 2009. Web. 3 June 2010. 

Leah. “Book Review: House Rules by Jodi Picoult.” Chick Lit Reviews.com. 19 May 2010. Web. 2 June 

2010. 

A Little Pink. “Re: Book Review: House Rules by Jodi Picoult.” Chick Lit Review.com.  Ed. Leah 

Graham. Word Press, 19 May 2010. Web. 2 June 2010.
“Mendham, NJ.” Map. Google Maps. Google, 2010. Web. 22 Mar. 2010.

“Six Charged in Alleged N.J. Terror Plot.” WNBC.com. WNBC. 8 May 2007. Web. 2 May 2010.

Victorian Women Writers Project. Ed. Perry Willett. June 1998. Indiana U. Web. 12 Feb. 2003.

Some teachers may require the URL in which case it should appear in <> followed by a 

period:  i.e., <http://www.eb.com>.
Internet Subscription Service: a generic model is followed by examples from our District 

collections.

Author. "Article title." Title of original source of article Date of original source. Edition (if any): pages. 

Title of the database. Name of the service. Web. Date of access.  

Some teachers may require the URL in which case it should appear in <> followed by a 

period:  i.e., <http://www.eb.com>.

Britannica Online

"Machu Picchu." Encyclopaedia Britannica Online School Edition. Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2010. 

Web. 23 Mar. 2010.

Current Biography

“Stephenie Meyer.” Current Biography, 2008. Current Bio Illustrated. Web. 23 Mar. 2010.

EBSCO

Rose, Charlie. "Reaction to President Obama’s State of the Union Address.” Charlie Rose Show 

(MSNBC) 27 Jan. 2010: Newspaper Source. EBSCO. Web. 23 Mar. 2010.

Electric Library

Book

Rutland, Robert A. "James Madison and the Search for Nationhood: Chapter 1 The Virginia Heritage." 

U.S. History. 1990. Electric Library. Web. 23 Aug. 2002.

Magazine Article

Duggan, Christopher. "Nation-Building in 19th Century Italy: The Case of Francesco Crispi." History 

Today 01 Feb. 2002: 9. Electric Library. Web. 23 Aug. 2002.

Newspaper Article

Erickson, Jim. "Nile Virus Marches toward Colorado." Rocky Mountain News 10 Aug. 2002: 

14A. Electric Library. Web. 23 Aug. 2002. 

E-Mail

Smith, John. "Re: Grand Canyon." Message to Patricia Jones. 23 July 2002. E-mail.

Facts on File

Hamilton, Neil A. "Stanton, Elizabeth Cady." American Social Leaders and Activists, American 

Biographies. New York: Facts On File, Inc., 2002. American History Online. Facts On File. 

Web. 20 Mar. 2010.

Grove Art Online

"Johannes Vermeer: The Lacemaker, oil on canvas, 240×310 mm, c. 1665–8 (Paris, Musée du Louvre); 

photo credit: Réunion des Musées Nationaux/Art Resource, NY." Grove Art Online. Oxford Art 

Online. Web. 24 Mar. 2010.
Grove Music Online

Tucker, Mark and Travis A. Jackson. "Jazz." Grove Music Online. Oxford Music Online. Web. 24 Mar. 

2010.
ProQuest

Magazine

Schaefer, Bradley E. "Meteors That Changed the World." Sky and Telescope Dec. 1998. 

ProQuest. Web. 23 June 2002. 

Newspaper

Henneberger, Melinda. "Author Reveals Much About Others and Little of Herself :[Biography]." New York Times 6 Dec. 1999, Late Edition (East Coast): A16. Print. New York Times, ProQuest. Web. 23 Mar. 2010. 
SIRS Knowledge Source

Frick, Robert. "Investing in Medical Miracles." Kiplinger's Personal Finance Feb. 2000: 80-87. 

SIRS Researcher. SIRS Knowledge Source. Web. 2 June 2010.

Star Ledger/NewsBank

Stewart, Angela. "N.J. Reports 8th West Nile Case." The Star Ledger [NJ] 13 Oct. 2002: 22. 

NewsBank NewsFile. Web. 10 Nov. 2002. 

World's Best Poetry

Roth Publishing Editorial Board. "Poem Explanation: 'Birches' by Robert Frost." Lit Finder. 

2001. Roth Publishing, Inc. Web. 10 Aug. 2002.

*
*
*
*
*
OTHER SOURCES

Audiobook:
Burnett, Frances Hodgson. The Secret Garden. 1911. Read by Helena Bonham Carter. 

Penguin-High Bridge, 1993. Audiocassette.

Film, Video or DVD:

It’s a Wonderful Life.  Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel 

Barrymore, and Thomas Mitchell. 1946. Republic, 2001. DVD.

Government Publications:

United States. Dept. of Labor. Child Care: A Workforce Issue. Washington: GPO, 1988. Print.

Interview:
Matyas, Michael. Personal interview. 28 May 2010.

Reilly, Michael. Telephone interview. 29 Aug. 2004.

Legal Source:
US Const. Art. 1, sec. 1. Print.

Pamphlet:
Don't Be Afraid of Diabetes. Princeton: E.R. Squibb, 1988. Print.

Performance:

Rigg, Diana, perf. Medea. By Euripides. Trans. Alistair Elliot. Dir. Jonathan Kent. Longacre 

Theatre, New York. 7 Apr. 1994. Performance.

Sound Recording:

Marsalis, Wynton. Classic Wynton. Sony, 1998. CD.

Marsalis, Branford. Romances for Saxophone. English Chamber Orch. Cond. Andrew 

Litton. CBS, 1986. Audiocassette.

Welles, Orson, dir. The War of the Worlds. By H.G. Wells. Adapt. Howard Koch. 

Mercury Theatre on the Air. Rec. 30 Oct. 1938. Evolution, 1969. LP.

Other Computer Applications:

Treat computer sources such as PDFs, JPEG files and Microsoft Word files like all other materials, with authors, publishers, etc.  

Hudson, Jennifer, perf. “And I Am Telling You I’m Not Going.” Dreamgirls: Music from the Motion 

Picture. Sony BMG, 2006. MP3.  

*
*
*
*
*
Parenthetical Documentation and the List of Works Cited 

See Section 6.1 in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed.

References in the text must clearly point to specific sources in the list of works cited. The information in the parenthetical references in the text must match the corresponding information in the entries in your list of works cited. Generally you will give the author's last name and page number of the reference you are using: i.e. (Twain 108) which may refer to the work appearing in your List of Works Cited.  See examples below:

To refer to one of two or more works by the same author:

(Gilbert and Gubar, Madwoman 1-25)

When there is no author:

(“Less Immune” 85)

When the author or title of a work is mentioned in your text:  use only page or chapter numbers:

Twain’s perceptions appear to have become more sophisticated, or at least more well-

written, as he aged. Compare those written in 1865-67 to his later anecdotes (9-10).

 

Parenthetical documentation of Internet sources:

The official online MLA Style guidelines state: "Web documents generally do not have fixed page numbers or any kind of section numbering. If your source lacks numbering, you have to omit numbers from your parenthetical references," as in (“Stephenie Meyer”) or (Rose)

List of Works Cited

Gilbert, Sandra, and Susan Gubar. The Madwoman in the Attic -- The Woman Writer 

and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination. New Haven: Yale UP, 1979. Print.

---, eds. The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women: The Tradition in English. 2nd

ed. New York: Norton, 1996. Print.

"Less Immune." U.S. News & World Report 26 Apr. 1978: 84-85. Print.

Rose, Charlie. "Reaction to President Obama’s State of the Union Address.” Charlie Rose Show 

(MSNBC) 27 Jan. 2010: Newspaper Source. EBSCO. Web. 23 Mar. 2010.

“Stephenie Meyer.” Current Biography, 2008. Current Bio Illustrated. Web. 23 Mar. 2010.
Twain, Mark. Mark Twain Laughing: Humorous Anecdotes By and About Samuel 

Clemens. Knoxville: U of Tennessee P, 1985. Print.

*
*
*
*
*
Circumstances Which Call for Endnotes

While the MLA no longer endorses the use of endnotes or footnotes to credit sources, 
endnotes (referred to as “content notes” or “bibliographic notes”) are still widely used for the writer to speak to the reader and in other professional fields.

You would do so in order to elaborate on a point, to suggest further reading on the topic, or simply to make an observation to your reader. (In academic writing the "reader" is not only the professor who is grading the paper; it is all who share an interest in the field under discussion.) Here is an example:

There is certainly some credibility to the widely held theory that Thomas Hardy's first marriage 
was the key factor in his pessimism so evident in his later novels. 1
Entitle the page after the last page of your text "Endnotes," and number it in sequence 
with the preceding page. This page is the one before the "List." Because this is the first note, it would look like this: 

1 For an interesting discussion on the role of marriage in Hardy, see Robert Gittings, Thomas Hardy's Later Years. It is one of two biographies of Hardy by Mr. Gittings in one volume. The other is Young Thomas Hardy. (New York: Book-of-the-Month Club, 1990).

By using the endnote you are able to suggest further reading on the topic, in this case the work of Thomas Hardy, without interrupting your textual discussion. Observe the correct form for typing endnotes: The raised number is indented five spaces (or one tab) from the left margin, and the note begins after one space. If the note runs longer than one line, as here, the second and subsequent lines begin at the left margin. Remember that everything is double-spaced. This includes endnotes.
*
*
*
*
*

The Annotated List of Works Cited

One of the most useful tools of research is the Annotated List of Works Cited. While a 
bibliography is simply a list of books, the Annotated List of Works Cited is by far more 
versatile. It is a means by which the researcher can evaluate various sources in terms of their 
relevance and importance to the research project; certainly not every source is equally valuable or pertinent. Upon completion of the project, the Annotated List of Works Cited serves as a record of sources used, and their usefulness in the overall support of the project's thesis. 

Some teachers may not require an annotated list as part of the finished project; they may require 
such a list only as one of the steps, or stages, along the way. The list here is one for a research 
project in naturalist literature, specifically the work of Stephen Crane, Thomas Hardy, and Emile 
Zola. 

Bakker, B.H., ed. Correspondance d'Emile Zola. Vol. 1. Montreal: Les Presses 


de l'Universite de Montreal, 1978. Print. A collection of Zola's letters, helpful in 


understanding his personal theories of naturalism. 

Darwin, Charles. On the Origin of Species. 1859. New York: New American 


Library, 1958. Print. A seminal work in the field of naturalism, it is important for the 


scientific genesis of naturalist literature. 

Gibson, Donald B. The Fiction of Stephen Crane. Carbondale, Illinois: Southern 


Illinois U.P., 1968. Print. A good, general survey of Crane's fiction, with important 


discussions of Maggie and "The Open Boat." 

Gibson, William M., ed. The Red Badge of Courage and Selected Prose and 


Poetry by Stephen Crane. New York: Holt, 1968. Print. Useful for the perceptive 


introduction to Crane's canon, as well as the notes for each work included. 

Goetz, William R. "The Felicity and Infelicity of Marriage in Jude the Obscure." 


Nineteenth Century Fiction 38 (1983), 189-213. Print. Marriage is at the heart of Jude, 


and this article is useful for its explanation of the Victorian views on marriage. 

Hardy, Florence. The Life of Thomas Hardy. Hamden, CT.: Archon Books, 


1970. Print. A good biography of Hardy, but somewhat biased, and at times, less than 


honest. For a reason: Hardy wrote it himself, and put his wife's name on the title 


page. 

Hardy, Thomas. Jude the Obscure. New York: Penguin, 1978. Print. Hardy's last 


novel, and among his ugliest. An excellent rendering of his belief in the power of 


fate as determiner of the course of human events. 

- - -. Jude the Obscure. Ed. Norman Page. New York: Norton, 1978. Print. One of 


Norton's critical editions, it is especially credible given Page's expertise. 

Knapp, Bettina. Emile Zola. New York: Frederick Ungar, 1980. Print. A general 


appraisal of Zola's fiction, useful for his theories of literature as manifested in 


certain novels. 

Spiller, Robert E. et al. Literary History of the United States. 4th ed. New York: 


Macmillan, 1974. Print. An excellent handbook for American literature. Discusses 


writers in their historical context. 

Staliman, R.W. Stephen Crane: A Biography. New York: Braziller, 1973. Print. This is 


the definitive biography of Crane. 

